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On the joint resolution (8. R.5) proposing an amendment i
of the United States, extending the right of suﬂ'c(:'gg;%;htgogfgfflt"tmn

Mr. BLAIR said:

Mr. PRESIDENT: I ask the Senate to proceed to the consideration of
‘Order of Business 122, being the joint resolution (S. R, 5) proposing an
amendment to the Constitution of the United States extending the
right of suffrage to women. 2

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDENT pro fempore.  The joint resolution will b

The Chief Clerk read as follows: Ll bezeall

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Constituti .
Stales extending the right of suffrage to Wmne?;l_l of the United

Ived By e Benale and F ] - fan : v :
iq;R(}'oef:ir;rcsq issembi’r!(l (!.wn—zhﬁ:;:cu;fefg:r_{f-?gJ::fs(::hclrf:cor{rf:;fzg 1}:§fcgi?tf]’¥f{t‘ﬁ?é’?§f'
lowing article be proposed to the Legislatures of the several Statesas an amend:-
ment to the Constitution of the United States; which, when ratified by thires-
fourths of the spid Legislatures,shnll be valid as partof said Const.imtion,g&mely

ARTICLE —.

SucrioN 1. The rights of citizens of the United o
.n'leq or M’F}Ligé&nb};?g}fgﬁ lliliI bi.-d Slates or EJE[ any sﬁ?éc‘fntﬂc‘cﬁtfn%h(f}l IEE,‘:’.t beids:
-th?ahlfr'o“{risiuus of ihis article. ¢ PO bY appropriate leglslation, to enfores

Mr. BLATR. Mr. President, the question before the Senate is this :
Shall a joint resolution providing for an amendment of the mtionai
‘Constitution so that the right of citizens of the United States to vota
shall not be denied or abridged hy the United States. or by any State
on acconnt of sex, and that Congress shall have pmi.'er to (’,IlfOI‘l’.‘.e‘thE;
article, be submitted to the Legislatures of the several States for rati-
fication or rejection ? i

The answer to this question does not depend necessarily upon the re-
ply to that other question whether women onghtto be permitted to ex-
ercise the right or privilege of suffrage as do men. The levisiatures of
the several States must decide this in ratifying or Tejecting fhe proposed
amendment. . )

Upon solemn oceasions coneerning grave publie affairs, and when
large numbers of the citizensof the conntry desire to test the sentiments
of the people upon an amendment of the organie law in the manner
provided to be done by the provisions of that law, it may well become
the duty of Congress to submit the proposition to the amending power,
which is the same as that which created the original instrument it-
gelf—the people of the several States,
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Tt can hardly be claimed that two-thirds of each branch of Congress
must necessarily be convinced that the Constitution should be'a,mendf_ad
as proposed in the joint resolution to be submitted before it has dis-
eretion to snbmit the same to the judgment of the Stctte_s‘ Any L_:lfr
izen has the right to petition or, through his representative, to bring
in his bill for redress of grievances, or to promote the publie good by
legislation ; and it can hardly be maintained that, before any citizen or
large body of citizens shall have the privilege of introducing a hill to
the great legislative tribunal, which alone hag primary jurisdiction of
the organic law and power to amend or c¢hange it, the Congress, which
under the Constitution is simply the moving or initiating power, us
hy a two-thirds vote approve the proposition at issue before its discus-
sion shall be permitied in the forum of the States. To hold guch &
doctrine would be contrary to all our ideas of free discussion, and to
lock up the institutions and the interests of & great and progressive peo-
ple in fetters of brass,

It is only cssential that two-thirds of each House of the Congress
shall deem it necessary for the publie good, that the amendment be
proposed to the States for their action. But two-thirds of the Con-
gress will hardly consider it ‘‘necessary " to submit a joint resolution
proposing an amendment of the National Constitution to the States for
consideration, unless the suhject matter be of grave importance, with
strong reasons in its favor, and a large support already developed among
the people themselves, 1

If there be any principle upon which our form of government 18
founded, and whercin i is different from aristocracies, monarchies,

and despotisms, that principle is this: )

_Every human being of mature powers, not disqualified by ignorance,
vice or crime, is the equal of and is entitled to all the rights and priv-
ileges which belong to any other such human being under the law.

The independence, equality, and digpity of all human souls is the
fundamental assertion of those who helieve in what we call human
freedom. This principle will hardly be denied by any one, even by
those who oppose the adoption of the resolution. Butweare informed
that infants, idiots, and women are represented by men. This cannot
reasonahly be claimed unless it be firstshown that the consent of these
classes has been given to such representation, or that they lack the ca-
pacity to consent. Butthe exclusion of these classes from parbicipation
in the Government deprives them of the power of assent to representa-
Hon even when they possess the requisite ability; and to say there can
be representation which does not presuppose consent or anthority on
the part of the principal who is represented is to confound all reason
and to assert in substance that all actual power, whether despotic or
otherwise, isrepresentative, and thereiore free, In this sense the Czar
tepresents his whole people, just as voting men represent women Who
do not vote at all, Y

True it is that the voting men, by excluding women and o
classes from the suffrage, by %hat act cga!‘ge themgeh'es with the trust
of administering justice to all, even as the monarch whose power 18
based upon force is hound to rule uprightly. Bus if it be true thse;’f
“all just government is founded upon the consent of the governed,
then the government of woman by man, without her consent, given in
her sovercign capacity, if indeed she he an intelligent creature, a-nf'i
provided she be competent to exercise the power of su_ﬁ'mgt_a, leuo.h is
the sovereignty, even if' that government be wise and just in itself, is
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o violation of natural right and an enforecement of servitude and slavery
apainst her on the part of man. If woman, like the infant or the de-
fective classes, be incapable of sell-government, then republican society
may exclnde her from all participation in the enactment and enforce-
ment of the laws under which she lives. But in that case, lilke the in-
fant and the fool and the unconsenting subjeet of tyraunical forms of
government, she is ruled and not represented by man.

Thus much I desire tosay in the beginning in reply to the broad as-
samption of those who deny women the suffrage by saying that they
are already represented by their fathers, their hushands, their brothers,
and their sons, or to state the proposition in its only proper form, that
woman whose assent can only be given by an exercise of sovereignty on
her part is represented by man who denies and by virtue of power and
possession refuses to her the exercise of the suffrage wherehy that rep-
resentation can be made valid.

The claim, then, of the minority of the committee that svoman is
represented by the other gex is not well founded, and is based upon the
same assumption of power which lies at the baseof al} oovernment anti-
republican in form. It can not be elaimed that she is as a free being
already represented, for she can only be represented accordine to her
will by the exercise of her will through the sufirage itself, =

As already obderved, the exclusion of woman from the snffrare under
our form of government can be justified npon proof, and onuly upon
proof, that by reason of her sex she is incompetent to exercise that
power. 'This is a question of fact.

The common ground npon which all agree may be stated thug: Al
males having certain qualifications are in reason and in law entitled
lt-;o *.]rjnte. Those qualifications affect either the body or the mind or

oth.

T'irst, the attainment of a certain age. Theagein itselfis not mate-
rial, but maturity of mental and moral development is material, sound-
ness of hody in itself not being essential, and want of it alone never
working forfeiture of the right, although it may prevent its exereise.

Age as a qualification for suffrage is by no means 1o he confounded
with age as a qualification for service in war.  Society has well estab-
lished the disfinetion, and that one has 1o relation whatever to the
other; the one having reference to physical prowess, while the other
relates only to the mental and moral state. Thisisshown hy the ages
fixed by law for these qualifications, that of eighteen years b::fing ﬁ;ed
as the commencement of the term of presumed fitness for m ilitary serv-
ice, and forty-five years as the period of its termination; while theage of
presumed fitness for the suffrage, which ‘requires no physical 311§eri-
ority certainly, i3 set at twenty-one years, when still greater strength
of hody has been attained than at the period when liability to the
dangers and hardships of war commences; and there are at least three
millions more male voters in our country than of the population liable

by law to the performance of military duty. It is still further to be
observed, that the right of suffrage continues aslong as the mind lasts,
while ordinary liability to military service ceases ai a period when the
physical powers, thongh still strong, are beginning to wane. The truth
@s, thatithere isno legal or natural connection between the right or liabil-
ity to fight and the rightto vote.

The right to fight may be exercised voluntarily or the linhility to
fight may he enforced by the communify whenever there is an inva-
gion of right, and the extent to which the physical forces of society
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may be called upon in self-defense or in justifiable revolution is meas-
ured not by age or sex, but by necessify, and may go so far as to call
into the field old men and women and the last vestige of physical force.
It can not be claimed that woman has no right to vote because she is
not liable to fight, for she is so liable, and the freest government on
the face of the enrth has the reserved power under the call of neces-
sity to place her in the forefront of battle itself, and more than this,
woman has the right, and often has exercised it, to go there.

If any one could question the existence of this reserved power of
society to call the force of woman to the common defense, either in the
hospifal or the field, it would be woman, who has been deprived of par-
ticipation in the government and in shaping the public policy which
has resulted in dire emergency to the state. But in all times, and under
all forms of government and of soeial existence, woman has given her
body and her soul fo the common defense.

The gualification of age, then, is imposed for the purpose of securing
mental and moral fitness for the suffrage on the part of those who ex-
ercige it. It has no relation to the possession of physical powers atall,

All other qualifications imposed upon male citizens, save only that
of their sex, as prerequisites to the exercise of suffrage have the same
objects in view, and can have no other.

The property qualification is, to my mind, an invasion of natural
right, which elevates mere property to an equality with life and per-
gonal liberty, and ought never to be imposed upon the suffrage, But,
however that may be, its application or removal has no relation to sex,
and its only object is to securs the exercise of the suffrage under a
stronger sense of obligation and responsibility—u qualification, be it
ohserved, of no conseguence save as it influences the mind of the voter
in the exercise of his right.

The same is frue of the qualifications of sanity, education, and
obedience to the laws, which exclude dementia, ignorance, and crime
from participation in the sovereignty. Every condition or qualifica-
tion imposed upon the exercise of the suffrage by the citizen save only
sex has for its only object or possible justification the possession of
mental and moral {itness, and has no relation to physical power.

The guestion then arises why is the gualification of masculinity
required at all ?

The distinction hetween human heings by reason of sex is a physi-
cal distinetion. The soul is of no =ex. If there be a distinction of
soul by reason of the physical difference, or accompanying thatphysical
difference, woman is the superior of man in mental and moral qualities,
Tn proof of thissee the report of the minority and all the eulogiums
of woman pronounced by those who, like the serpent of old, would
flatter her vanity that they may continue to wield her power.

I repeat it, that the soul is of no sex, and thabsex is, sofar as the pos-
gession and exercise of human rights and powers are concerned, but'a
physical property, in which the female is just as important as the male,
and the possessor thereof under just as great need of power in the or-
ganization and management of society and the government of society
as man; and if there be a difference, she, by reason of her average phys-
ieal inferioritiy, is really protected, and ought to be protected, by &
guperior mental and moral fitness to give direction to the course oz
soeciety and the policy of the state. If, then, there be a distinction be-
tween the souls of buman beings resulting from sex, I claim that, by the
report of the minorify and the universal testimony of all men, woman
in better fitted for the exercise of the suffrage than man.
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It is claimed by some that the suffrage is an inherent natural right,
and by others that it is merely a privilege extended to the individual
by society in its discretion. However this may be, practically any ex-
tension of the exercise of the suffrage to individnals or classes not now
enjoying it must be by concession of those who already possess it, and
such extension without revolution will be through the suffrage itself
exercised by those who have it under existing forms.

The appeal by those who have it not must be made fo those who sdre
asked to part with a portion of their own power, and it is not strange
thathuman nature, which is an essential elementin the male sex, should
hesitate and dglay to yield one-half its power to those whose cause,
however strong in reason and justice, lacks that physical force which
80 Iargely has been the means by which the masses of men themselves
have wrung their own rights from rulers and kings.

I is not strange that when overwhelmed with argument and half
won by appeals to his better nature to concede to woman her equal
power in the state, and ashamed to hlankly refuse that which he finds
nd reagon for longer withholding, man avoids the dilemma by & pre-
tended elevation of his helpmeeb to a higher sphere, where, as an an-
gel, she has certain gauzy ethereal resources and superior functions,
occupations, and attributes which render the possession of mere earthly
every-day powers and privileges non-essential to woman, however mere
mortal men themselvesmay find them indispensable to their own free-
dom and happiness.

But to the denial of her right to vote, whether that denial he the
blnnt refusal of the jgnorant or the polished evasion of the refined
courtier and politician, woman can oppose only her most solemn and
perpetual appeal to the reason of man and to the justice of Almighty
God. She must continually point oub the nature and ohject of the
auﬂ'ﬁage and the necessity thab she possess it forher own and the public
good, g i

What, then, is the suffrage, and why 18 it necessary that woman
should possessand exercise this function of freemen?

I quote briefly from the report of the committee:

The rights for the maintenance of which human governments are eonstituted
are life, liberty, and property. These rightsare common lo men and women
alike, and whatever citizen or subject gxists a3 & member of any body-politis,
uﬂ.\der any form of government,is entitled to demand from the sovereign power
the full protection of these rights. i — \

This right o the proteation of rights appertains to the individual, not to the
family alone, or to any form of association, whether social or corporate. Prob-
ably not more than five-eighths of the men of legal age, qualified to vote, are
hesds of families, and not more than that proportion of adult women are united
with men in the legal merger of married life. Itis, therefore, quite incorrect to
Epesk of the stale a8 an aprregate of families duly represented at the ballot-box
by their mmale head. The relation between the government and the individual
i3 direct; all rights are individual rights, el dulies are individual duties.}

Government in its two highesgt functions 13 legislative and j udicial, Bythess
POWers the sovereignty prescribes the law, and directs its application to the
vindieation of righfs and the redress of wrongs. Conscience and intelligence
are the only foroes which enter into the exercise of this highest and primary
function of government. The remainig department ig fhe executive or ad-
ministrative, and in all forms of govcmm?”t',—thc republican 13 well as in
tyrangny—the primary element of administrationis force, and even in this depart-
raixty millions of human beings are to con-
stitute the citizenship of this Republic and by virtue of their qualifications to
be the law-making power, by what tests s].ugll the selection be determined ?

The suffrage which is the sovereignty ia this great primary law-making power.
It is not the executive power proper at all, Iiiznot founded npon force, Only
that degres of physical strength which is essential to & sound body—the home
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of the healthy mental and moral constitution—the sound soul {n the sound hod
{a required in the performance of the function of primary legislation Neva{
in the history of this or any other genuine republic has the ‘Jaw—ma]:in(-; POWer
whether in general electionsor in the framing of lawa in legislative assemblies,
been vested in individuals who have exercised it by reason of their physical

owers., Omn the contrary, the physically weak have never for that reason heen

eprived of the suffrage nor of the privilege of service in the publie councils so
long ns they possessed the necessary powers of locomotion and expression, o
eonscience and intelligence, which are common to all. Theaged and the hysze
{eally weak have, as o rule, by reason of superior wisdom and moral sen_s% ?m-
mora than made good any bodily inferiority by which they have diftered from
the more robust members of the community in the discussion and decisions of
t-helli'mllnt.—hox and in cuuigilfs 011‘ the state.

The exceutive power of ilsell is o mere physical instrumentalit;
quality—and it is confided from necessity to those individuals whﬁ}ﬁ;gg{‘ﬁﬂ
quality, but always with danger, exceptso far as wisdom and virtue control its
exercise. And it is obvious that the greater the mass of higher and apiritual
forces, whether found in those to whom the execution of the law isassigned
itliﬂ the ml‘enf mﬂsshb-" rhon ﬂ!ﬁ %uﬁ rage ifs exercised, and who direst the evecn.

on of the law, the greater will be the safety and the surer wi : gt
of the state. willbe the happiness

Tt is too late to guestion the intellectual and moral capacity
derstand great politieal issues (which are always pringjarilt; :&e‘;?l‘i&n ltp un-
scignce—queslions of the intellient application of the prineiples of ri rhto con-
wrong in public and private affairs) and properly decide them at the f,u“and of
deed, so far as your committee are aware, the pretense is no lonqerpad 8. In-
that woman should not vote by reason of her mental or moral unfitn. \innccd
form this legislative function; but tho suffrage is denied to her bccaucsa ho Rate
not hang eriminals, suppress mobs, nor handle the enginery of war 5% 8he can
already seen the untepable nature of this assumption, becatse thoge Ve have
it bestow the suffrage upon very large classes of men wheo ho“e?*e“‘thﬂ make
fled they may be to vote, are physically unable lo DT 31%“}0]1 nali-
which appertain to the execution of the law and the defens YOr the duties
Scarcely a Senator on this floor is liable by law to perform a 1;1?1'? the stato.
administrative duty, yet the rule so many set up against the tj ht? ﬂ-rt‘} or other
vo}iée gv{ggld diafranchize nearly t{; is whole body. EhLb of women to

ut it isunnecessary to grant that woman ean not fight, ey
amples of her heroism in danger, of her endurance %,I;E:] foﬁli‘%t‘f&y ;—5 full of ex-
of her indispensable and, supreme service in hospital and ﬁeldeA n trial, and
handling of the deft and horrible machinery and infernalagencies w hl‘_md. in the
snd art have prepared and are preparing for human deshacf-iunhirf ltch scienca
woman may perform her whole part in the common assaulf or the tture wars,
fense, It is hardly worth while to consider this frivial ohjection t.l‘;mmmu!1 de-
competent for purposes of national murder or of bloody ge]f_derth she is in-
basig of the denial of a great fundamental right, when we ﬂﬂ‘m‘aider?l}so as tha
:righ% wqraegnf’?}; to hf‘r she wlould by itfl exercise almost ce.rta'inly nh‘orﬁ;![m ttlll“'l't
great crime o e nations, whi 129 alv infli hig
P e ieh I vays inflicted upon her the chisf bur

It will be admitted that the act of voting is operative in
Bh : 5 ove
onlyfazha me:lmst::af de(}ldmg nupon the adoption or rejer:f:—iou%f mfaﬂ;?:l?é.:
or o e selection o ac ini ;
o officers to enact, administer, and execute the
In the discharge of these functions it alse must be admitt
: € 3 I itted that in-
telligence and conacience are the faculties requisite to sec i =
performance. : SRR thel proper
In this day when woman has demonstrated that she is fi i
; i 8 s fully ¢ E
tellectual equal of man in the profound as well as in the politbt;r g‘fml‘l}:
of learning—in art, science, literature, and, considering her opportun ia
ties, that she i3 not his inferior in any of the professions or in the gre'q;
mass of nsefal occupations, while she is, in fact, becoming the ch i‘@;f
gduczt_tor of the race and is the acknowledgzed support of the great min-
1stratlor_13 of charity e_md veligion; when in such great organizations ng
the suffrage associations, missionary soclefies, the National Woman‘:
Christian Temperance Union, and even upon the still larger seale o?‘
international a-ct_:on, Ishe‘ has exhibited her power by mere moral in-
fluences and the inspiration of great purposes, without the aid of lera)
fevi
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penalties or even of tangible inconveniences, to mold and direct the
discordant thought and action of thousands and millions of people
seattered over separate States, and sometimes even living in countries
hostile to each other to the accomplishment of great earthly or heavenly
ends, it is unreasonableto deny to woman _the.f;uﬁ.rage in pﬁhtl._cz:bl aflairs
upon the false allegation that she is wanting in the very qualities most
indispensable and requisite for the proper exercise of this great right.

Theadvocates of universal malesuffrage have longsince ceased to deny
the ballot to woman upon the around that she is unfit or incompetent

t’or;ig;gl?: ;tam of high-stepping ohjectors, like Ouida, who decry the
sound judgment and moral excellence of woman as compared with
man, bub in the same breath these people deny the suﬁ'r:t%e ’E? the masses
of m,en and advocate tithe jusb snp[emﬂcy of t.l_le fittest, _80 that no

; those malignant and libelous as-

i i in refutation of € ! 1
time need he wasted 1 i g 2 iz selinsjas

3 ; iste
persions upon our mothers, 818 : e
logical conclusions by their own ““t}mrs'de? yino ﬂ;l-]dz-lt? %“%311 I;rfl-nm
ples of liberty to man and woman alilce, and reassert1n 13 DRLGESTE 10T
B doomnn that  the existing syster of electoral power all over the
world T a;bqlur 4. and sill remain 50 pecanse in no nation is there the
i pehrha-p’st'm no nation is there the intellectnal power, capable
of putting forward and sustaining the logical doctrine of the just su-
remacy of the fittest.”’ ; i i b

P 4 fag + the minority of the committee, and this is true of all honest,
intelligent men who believe in the republican system of government
ab all. noncede that woman has the capacity and moral fitness requisite
to exercise the ballot. That class of women represented by the author
of " Letters from a Chimney Corner,’’ whose work has been adopt?‘d‘b
the minority as the basisof their report, speaking through the *‘ fair
authoress,” say that ¢ if women Were to be considered in their highest
and final estate as merely indivi ual beings, and if the right fo the
hall o ware to ba conceded to man a3 an individual, it might perhaps
be logically argued that women also possessed the inherent right to
vote.” Let me read from the views of the minority on page 1:

: . e Committee of the Senate on Woman Suf-
fi 'l:vhc tundf?irsrp:neti n;t}s;ll'glogr{.ﬂ:l(tac Resolution No. 5, proposing an amend-
m,"%‘ 0 l“ 1078 w_ast, o of the United States to grant the_}'lght. to vote to the
ment to t.flfl(,qgsplltud-!gmtes bog leave to gubml_t‘fhe following minority report,
::0“‘_"—‘:}0 }a tnz“-;s fmm‘i little volume e:lliltl\cId, Letters rfl‘OEJ: u Chimney
P DAL O iEt’E'- iT: b o highly enltivated lady, l‘EIi , of Chicago. This

orner,’’ written D¥ 1 the question swith so mueh eclearness and foree that
gifted 1ady has thaecu_sse tho Sointe for substituiing quotations from her hook
;ve. licml:e I1:10 “liﬁli%g}‘;g m?f*hf' produce- We qurfle firat Egomtoléa‘rgter 3, which
i:é-:l:i%?c% f‘LE}..‘)I"IE value of quffrage to women muol Gvareshlmatsd,
The fair authoress says: sidered i
If women were to be con LNt to th

o their highest and final estate as merely
I 3 s e ballot were to be coneceded to man as
indjvidual beings, and if ;;zs.ps pe logically argued thab women also possessed
an 1{1:11\-1dn£|.l,_1t, might per Tt from the oi'defat timesg, and thrpugh 8ll the ].u_s—
the inherent right to Wteﬁ liramer of an idef, OTE OT less distinguishable in
tory of the race, has run b d? Eerenﬁ Cireumstances, that neither man nor woman
different ages and Ufll_dffﬂab neither being 18 of itself & whole, n unit, but each
is, as such, individual; 4 by the other hefore its true struetural integrity can
requires to be aupplm-mmeth science of potany furnishes the most perfect illus-
be achieved. Of this ldea.’theeone oo d, and the ovary and pistil on the other,
tadoh s st;tlmt_ans Oln hlossom, which then exists in a married or reprodue-
bl indeed reside 1 o1 € L the stamens OF mule organs may Teside in one

ve atate, Bub egua. Y] iatil or female organs may reside in another. In that
plant, and the ovary and p S lired to muke one structurally complete organiza-
E’ia;:‘ t%.%gﬁfﬁ Ehsinés&ﬁ_r: ;i;lnt, zn incomplete individual by ifself. The life prin-
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ciple of each must be united to that of the other; thetwaln must ba f
flesh before the organization is either strueturally or functionally QQE‘}ESSE?.F'

This is a concession of the whole argument, unless the highest and
finnl estate of woman is to be something else than a mers individual.
It would also follow that iff such be her destiny—that is, to be some-
thing else than a mere ‘‘individual being’’—and if for that reason she
is to be denied the sufitage, then man equally should be denied the
ballot if his highest and final estate is to be something else than a
“mere individual.”’ 7

Thereupon the minority of the committee, through the ** Fair Au-
thoress,”’ proceed to show that both man and woman are designed for
a higher final estate—to wit, that of matrimony. It seems to be con-
ceded that man is just as much fitted for matrimony as woman herself
and thereupon the whole subject is illuminated with certain botanicai
lore about stamens and pistils, which, however relevant to matrimony
does not seem to me to prove that therefore woman should not vote Iln:
less at the same time it proves that man should not vote either. And
certainly it can not apply to those women any more than to thoss men
whose highest and final estate never is merged in the family relation at
all, and even ‘‘Ouida’ concedes ‘‘that the project * *° % 5 hioe
votes only to unmarried women may be dismissed without diseussion
as it would be found to be whollv untenable.” 4

There is no escape from it. The discussion has passed so far that
among intelligent people who believe in the republican form—that iy
free government—all mature men and women have under the same cir.
cumstance and conditions the same rights to defend, the same griev-
ances to redress, and, therefore, the same necessity for the exercise of
this great fundamental right, of all human beings in free society, TFor
the right to vote is the great primitive right. It is the right in which
all freedom originates and culminates. 1t is the right from whigh all
others spring, in which t]_fej,- merge, and withouf which they {all when-
ever assailed. ;

This right makes, and is all the difference between government hy
and with the consent of the governed and government without and
againgt the consent of the governed; and that is the difference between
freedom and slavery. If the right to vote be not that difference, what

i8? No, sir. If either sex as a class can dispense with the right to
vote, then fake it from thestrong, and no longer rob the weak of their
defense for the benefit of the strong.

But it is impossible to conceive of the suffrage as a right d ependent
at all upon such an irrelevant condition as sex. It is an individual, 5
personal right. It may be withheld by force; but if withheld by réa,.
son of sex it is 2 moral robbery. :

But it is said that the duties of maternity (1_58(]113] ify for the perform-
ance of the act of voting. It can not be, and I think is not claimed by
any one, that the mother who otherwise would be fit to vote is rendered
mentally or morally less fit to exercise this high function in the state he-
canse of motherhood. On the contrary, if any woman has amotive more
than another person, man or woman, to secure the enactment and en-
forcement of good laws, it is the mother, who, beside her own life, per-
son, and property, to the protection of which the ballet is as essentia] as
to the same rights possessed by man, has her little contingent of iry.
mortal beings to conduct safely to the portals of active life through all
the snares and pitfalls woven around them by had men and hagd laws
Which bad men have made, or good laws which bad men, unhindered
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- ave defied or have prostituted, and rightly to prepare,

Ege;lj Bibcfig,ehdtischurge of all the duties of their day and E;aneratlon;
including the exercise of the very right d?me% dto tl;ei-rtggon te;;l i
Certainly, if but for motherhood she shou h‘":' {3& T muneded and

sand times more necessary is it that the mother sl 01.1‘;]1 3 ]_g of all 1
armed with this great social and political power for ]el’ o Letutha tgnen
and women who are yet to be. Bubitls said that she zlsil not the 1::.1.9(i
Let us sece. By the best deduetions I can make frtgu'l :’ 3 Ci-DSIili illlxlia
{from other sources thtcrtg, are 1?"2?1?;310?&0%2?&11;3 ?UTOEET('}?ODO e
he present time, 0 B " : A
?r?;;i??& :Eg I?D%) meore than 7,500,000 are si:ﬂll ].ha;ble rté-) 151;; g;ﬁ;)lf(fst ﬁg
maternity, for it will be remem!)ered_ﬁhﬂt a 3]'191'3 [:t].?e s
thers of our country at any given iime are he mtti Hava g-lc;;e(i
ﬁl(:ile of those who are above it another large ‘IJ“'UPO’ .(])1}11 [?‘r:]‘m 11.1;1;_]'&1&
beyond the point of this objection. Hot I}Em?fﬁ 1” one-’i:hen why dis-
population of voting age 2are Liable to ke l)*(]JEL'l]OL:.:L our oh'e'zlsion
franchise the 7,500,000, the other balfy asﬁ Ou‘.‘ wld {1,9% tgo S
even if valid as to any, does nob sy fi ’]'?l-ld to vote of any of
3 ¢ mature and therefore the best qualilied sl el
e '?J 0;,5 t how much is there of this ehjection of want of time or
t-he.xr.sex:l | o . 13 o s application to women who are bearing
physieal strengbh to 3 1o millions? The families of the country average
. trammglthecm??;lil; 1f we assune that this gives an average of
l.lve persgmsl in mm‘l;‘: - : pair which is probably the full n umb_er, or if
three chlldll(lzl:l fJ’wvert. fla-rrierd mother, alter she hecomes of voting age,
lwe el 1-i]"]el ‘i‘rf which is certainly the full allowauee, and that
hears th:ee [ 11E1 "c consnmed in doing it tlll}l‘i:‘. is one chll;l born
tweut-yjinu.r :, f‘u.b ‘1}}1053 éonlillf—f is to interfere with the exercise of
3\1:?\?),0(?%1113\ ?1{.;:?“'\;1[(:11, in most States, flur] in all the most important
Y. - - = av in two years.

cle:(:t-lons, o f{'ﬂf \?ﬂ? }:;&a;;ﬁ 2!11“?:11 at least forty times yea}'ly on
That same {{lot 1ier eradle to her grave, beside an infinity of other
the average 110_‘111 4 indnstrial obligations which she performs and as-
social, religious, ntl)l auseshe is o married woman and a mother rather
sunies to Pul'mrm .GL‘:; :Jm; whatever. Yet it i8 proposed to deprive
than for any ofher rmbﬂ alike—of an inestimable privilege and the
women—yes, "1_11’1 *E;E‘%v é:{ ercised by any frec_a individual in the state
chief power Wl{:(_' i on any given 4ay of election not more than one
for the reason thab OF B+ e will probably not be able to reach the
ol I hable that on these interesting occasions if the
polls. It does gqeﬂi{’;gré e in politics they econld arrange a pair, and
hushand and Wllf{ {Ihi arangement failing, one could be consum-
Hhe proh'_&bﬂlty b} tlliei: Iady in like fortunate circumstianees, of oppo-
mated with some 0b bf\ iore men are kept from the polls by drunk-
site political _opmlm.:i olls, vote under the influence of strong drinlk,
enness, or, being MI ds}‘r}ruééi‘m of our free institutions, and who, if
i {mdL id vzée would cash the hallot of sobriety, good or-
woman could and '1{ her holy influences, than all those who would
g;]‘fcs?ii'rrflir?l:;} gilir(eire]'ectinu i:ly thenecessary engagements of mothers
pt ¢ : y

at home. . ; able and brifling causes which keep
“Il,} erlf Dil Ei ?11]1213?' ::;{;:ili;l'z{ﬂ l;g?g;gest- apponents of woman suffrage
?ﬁgﬁl} tlt;e. - ]O(ilS] E“1.?])cu.1 jmportant gecasions 1tL15 dufficnlt to be.tolelm-l.lt _of
the nl)'ecgon that woman by reason of motherhood ]%a?..n?: ‘;gl‘ne t_[) vote.
Why 'Lir, the greater exposire of man to the casualties of life actually

i
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disables him in such way as to make it physically impossible for him
to exercise the franchise more frequently than is the case with women,
including mothersand all.  And if this liability to lose the opportunity
to exercise the right once or possibly twice ina lifetime is g reason that
women should not be allowed to vote at all, why should men not he
disfranchised also by the same rule?
But it is urged that woman does not desire the privilege., Iftheright
exist at all it is anindividual right, and not one which belongs to aclass
Orto the sexassuch. Yetmen tell us thatthey will vote the suffraze to
woren whenever the majority of women desive it Are, then, ourrights
the property of the muajority of 5 disfranchised class to which we may
<chance to belong? What wounld we say if it were seriously proposed to
recall the suffrage from all colored or from all white men because a ma-
Jority of either elass should decline or for any cause fail tovote? Iknow
that it is said that the suffrage is a privilege to be extended by those
who have it to those who have it not.  But the matter of i ght, of moral
right, to the franchise does not depend upon the indifferenceof those who
Possess if or of those who do not possess it to the desire of those women
who desire to enj oy their right and to discharge their dufy. If one or
many choose not to elaim their right itis no argument for depriving me
of mine or one woman of hers, There are many reasons why some wo-
men declare themselves opposed fo the extension of suffrage to their sex.
Some well-fed and pampered, without serious experiences in life, are
Incapable of comprebending the suhject at all. Vast numbers, who
secrelly and earnest] ¥ desire it from the lon £ habit of deference to t}w
wishes of the other 8ex, upon whom they areso entirely dependent while
-dlsf’ranchissefl, and knowing the hostility of their ‘‘protectors’’ to the
agitation of the subject, conceal their real sentiments, and the lord”
of the family referring this question to his wife, who has heard him
sneer or worse than sneer at suffragists for half a lifetime, ought not
to expect an answer which she knows will subject her to his censure and
ridicule or even his unexpressed disapprobation. 4

It is like the old appeal of the master to his slave to know if he would
be free. Full well did the wise and wary slave know that happiness
“depended upon declared contentment with his lot. But all the same
the world does move. Colored men are free. Colored men vote.
Women will vote. A little further on I shall revert to the ew_dencetg
& general and growing desire on her part and on the part of justan
intelligent men that the suffrage be extended to women.

But we are told that hushand and wife will disagree and thus ﬂie
anfirage will destroy the family and ruin society. If a mal"rln;d Eoup @
will quarrel at all, they will find the oceasion, and it were fortunate
indeed if their contention might concern important affairs, y ’_I‘hera_ ia
1o peace in the family save where love is, and the same spirit which
-enables the hushand and wife to enforee the toleration act betiween them-
selves in religious matters will keep the peace between them in polit-
ical discussions. At al] events, this argument is unworthy of notice
at all unless we are to push it o its logical conclusion, and, for the sake
of peace in the family, o prohibit woman absolutely the exercise of free-
dom of thought and speech. Men live with their countrymen and dis-
agree with them in polities, religion, and ten thousand of the bﬂ.ﬂﬂ-‘lrs of
life, ag often the trifling as the important. ‘What harm, thefn, if woman
be allowed her thonght and vote upon the tariff, education, temper-
-anes, peace and war, and whatsoever else the suffrage decides?
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But we are told that no government, of which we have authentic

history w e in the sovereignty. :
. eave to woman a share BO%G i -
‘It‘{liris’i; ‘1:31:-1;: troe, for the annals of ruonar chies and despotisms h
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been rendered illustrious by quecn% ifc Sélx:grl;ﬁ%gﬁl};ggﬁ 3;3 50::;:;}_;
if i : } TEpU 1 wol
Elntl?;?gb%r—g;;e;g uifnttlzlniv?fhinlone hundred years universal or even
e 5
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Has the millennium ye ?

5 : £
that which is should therefore remain, why abolish the slavery o
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exercise of a great rig zifned e

190 kg fnswlich Wome ?%;ﬁ E:ﬂ.\e report of the majority of the
I wi_]_l now I‘en(}_ an (z;'t{;l‘iermm extent the dggree of consequejﬁnce

committee, showing s assumed, its extent throughout our country,
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many and perhaps in all the States. Kansas and Iowa elected several swomen
fo these positions in the electionof N ovember, 1833, while President Grantalone
appointed more than five thousand women to the office of postmasier; and
although many women have been appointed in the Departmentsand to pension
agencied and like important employiments and trusts, so far as your committce
are aware no charge of incompetency or of malfeasance in offiee has ever yet
been suatained against a woman,

It may be further stated in this eonnection that nearly every Northern State
has had before it from time to time sinee 1870 a bill for the submission of the
question of woman suffrage to the popular vote, In some instances such a res-
olution has heen passed at one session and failed to be ratified at wnother by
from one to three votes; thus Iowa passed it in 1870, killed it in 1872; passed it
in 1874, failed to do so in 1876; passed it in 1878, and failed in 1850; passed it
again in 1852, and defeated it in 1884; four times over and over, and this winter
these heroic and indomitable women are frying it in Towa again.

men were to make such a struggle for their rights it would be considered a
fine thing, and there would be hooks and even poctry written about it

In New York, since 1880, the wonien have urged this great mensure before
the Legislature each year. There it talkes the form of a bill to prohibit the dis-
franchisement of women. This bill has several times come within five votes
of passing the assemhl y.

In many States well sustained efforts for munieipal suffrage have been madae,
and, ag if in rebuke to the conseryatism, or worse, of this great Republie, this
right of municipal suffrage is already enjoved in the provinee of Ontario, Canada,
aud throughout the island of Great Britain by unmarried wonien to the same

‘extent as by men, there being the same property qualifieation required of ench.

.. The movement for the amendment of the Nalional Constitution began by pe-
titioning: Congress December, 1865, and sinee 1869 there have been consccutive
apblications to every Congress praying for the submission to the Siates of a
proposition similar to the joint resolution herewith reported to the Senate,

The petitions have coma from 11 parts of the country; more especially from
the Northern and Western States, although there isan extensive and increasing
desl_re for the suflrape existing among the women in the Southern States, ns we
are informed by those whose interest in the subject males them familiat with
ik 2 1 that part of our coun try. It is impossible Lo know
1usb what proportion of the people—men and women—have expressed their de-
sire by petition to the National Legislature during the last twenty years, but we
gﬁe informed by Miss Anthony that in the year 1871 Senator Sdmner onllected
thgr%c"lf"'_-'“lfmm the files of the Senateand Houge of Representatives, and that
santedw‘?le- then an immense number, A far greater number have been pre-
el that time, and the same lady is our authority for the estimate that

A" more than fwo hundred thousand pelitions, by sclect and representative
men and women, have been poured upon Congress in behalf of this prayer of
Wﬁman to be free, Who is so interested in the framing of the law as woman,
whose only defense is the 1nw There never was n stronger exhibition of pop-

ular demand by American eiti in the court of the people for the
vindieation of o flﬂlda'luentallgzl}z?;_to be heard in the court o peop.

Since the submission of the report the attempt has been made to secure
action in several of the State Legislatures, One which came Very mear
being successful was madein the Stateof Vermont, Thesutfragewasex-
tended, if T am not incorrect] ¥ informed, so far as the action of the honss
of representatives of that State could give it, and an effort heing made

Propose some restriction and condition upon the suffrage it was de-
feated, when, as T am told by the {riends of the movemen t, if it conld
have reached a vote in the Vermont Legislature on the naked proposi-
Hon of suffrage to women as sy ffrage is extended to men, they felt the
yery greatest confidence that they would have been able to secure fa-
vorable action by the Legislature of that State.

Miss Anthony informs me since she came here at the present session
(ﬁf-ld _Iam sorcy I have not had the opportunity of extended conference
with J_aer) that in the Stateof Kansas, where she spent several weeks in
the dlspussmu of the subject before vast masses of people, the largest;
halls, ri nks, and places for the accommodation of popular assemblages
In the State were erowded to overflowing to listen to her address. In
o¥ery instance she has taken g vote of those vastaudiences as to whether
they were in favor of woman suffrage or against it, and in no single in-
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stance has there been a solitary vote against the extenmo%lti)é"sﬂég ;ﬂ:\é
but afirmative and nniversal action of thpse great asser;l} il il o
ing thatit be extended to women. And like demDnStmelrcl'?a ; n[:} s
approval are developing in all parts of the countrisi, 11)) : itpis dbte
marked an extent as these which I have just stated; bu

ing i i an should have this right, and above
Elrf ;:)DIHH‘;&:T? ;Ill:ll:ia é&iﬂ&giﬁlj&i‘-ﬁgﬁ?ﬁ; she should have tjhi ;}pgorﬁ:ﬂ;g’
to try her case before the American peqp_le, tha’ﬁltlégs I‘]?O ; t% g gubmis—
should be heeded by Congress and the joint resolu 11((1)1;] or the sl
sion of the matter for discussion by the States shou P
negisfsagrzg‘;?;};;rgov?%ed against this movgment for tl;etitﬂgrﬁﬁgllgﬁ
of & resolution for o national cougtitutwnal am%dglﬁg didauot men
should go to the Slates and fight it out there. Bu

thecolored man to the States. Noother amendment touching the gen-

eral national interest is left tobe foughtont by individual action in the

individual States. Under the termsof the Constitution i];cs;sllli; ;Te(; Ei.ci":
ple of the United States, having some ““.“'e?“"aé foorg;;:fe to this body
fected by law or by the Waug of ]irzw(;r[g:;ﬁ‘;\fgnts ot B wey
; their guestion of right, 0 :
ﬁfnd(}g;yg?e(;rse *:Jc? e;:zlgiriit that proposition to the People ati;arg;&n?borgﬁi
that in the general national forum if may Teceive Sifff;; Q&y S Y e
action of three-fourths of th(aIStates, if favorable, the
Basusdn the fmbamenial 37 in the discussion of this subject.
i ain the Senate further 1 liscuss ‘ ;
}tvgﬁtln?l? 151: tl)Lcl;lr]na in mind that the proposition is to ﬁubmtlt H‘;? .
the question whether woman shallt‘f'gite-puﬁlii J';;g WlThceire za.n %’ﬁ =
. 5 G o H 18 z =
be prejudiced in her favor as agains el Sl
Y o ror contrary to the evidence in 3
da%lé;:rqg{{ 30;?;{]}(?: ll?e?e;nﬁ(;ppurtunity to bring l;e? suit in tho: greab
s et mentimetof fndomms L LAY
i i he impression of solemn nsibi
E%%gau‘;g?u?:i 23(12%?: i lRidiEﬂle and wit of whatever quality are here 3&
much out of place as in the debates upon the Declaration of ];DSGEED ﬁ
ence. We 11:11)3 afil lfminrr or denying the n%][:ﬁqu Pehil' = ‘:E.lzfnd t{:‘u
" e = Millions of wom -
1 +h to women as to men.
;igd};eo%nfiis ﬁluglll‘ own country der_r}a-zlgut?t:;iibkséhe at least have the
i ard, Hear, even 1 §OI KE. -
op'pfcl’lrmlmtyx:c?ﬂllmilsglgny 30 ljong the oi)cht c_:i Teverence, ‘a,ﬁe‘cmn_:m,
o e ida;l;i £his ho dy. Aen « the lastacts of his publiclife, 11i1 signing
the j%l;-gmb]e Teport of‘ this resolution, made the !o‘llmvm_g det.' amtlol:.
T i ja wisely conservative in the provision oi;‘ 1“‘!1: own rimlf‘::w;
he Constitution i8 Wig that whenevers lorge number of the people
ment, Tt is eminently proper tha judgment of the amending powershould

jndieared s deejpaor pnameodniony th-ez- agitation of the question of woman suf-
2

be consulted. In view of the c":Lcnswl.)‘lc petitions that have been presented to

pg o " f <
gepand. Hie funecous.and 'FLDPEEL the committee in recommending that the
Congress in its support, I unite with iy
proposed amendment be submitted to the St S, AR
f woman’s demand for the suf-

ine jnatice o ( .
mﬂ;ﬂfgg31111?&;0;?;‘;2?);2122%30d of securing the 1'1}:5111:?i is byfm;}it;n_?ﬁg;
ment of the national Constitution, I urge “ie =Elr10p 311 ceflml sga 433,
resolution upon the still broader ground so clear g a.nI . mlyto e
by the great Senator whose words I have just ‘TE.‘EL v 4 Il)lp Trd o pou ;_
Benators, to grant this petition of woman that she may be hea TRt
claim uf’righ‘s. How counld you reject that petition, even w
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but one faint voice beseeching your ear? How can you deny the de-
mand of millions who believe in suffrage for women, and who can not
be forever silenced, for they give voice to the innate cry of the human
heart that justice'be done not alone to man, but to that half of this
nation which now ig free only by the grace Qf: the other, and that by
our action to-day we indorse, if we do notinitiate, a movement which,
in the development of our race, ghall guarantee liberty fo all without
distinction of sex, even as our glorious Constitution already grants the
suffrage to every citizen, without distinction of color or race.

o



